Fondaparinux (ARIXTRA) as an alternative anti-thrombotic prophylaxis when there is hypersensitivity to low molecular weight and unfractionated heparins.
During the last decade, new anticoagulant drugs with anti-factor-Xa properties have been described (1, 2). Among them is fondaparinux that has been licensed recently. It is a pentasaccharide mimicking the site where heparin binds to antithrombin III (1). This new drug has produced very promising clinical results in the prophylaxis of venous thrombosis after orthopedic surgery (3). Here we report two different clinical situations in which fondaparinux has yielded a successful outcome: first, a patient with repeated cutaneus reaction to several different low molecular weight heparins (LMWH), and second, a patient with severe heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT). We decided to use fondaparinux in both cases since it is commercially available in Spain and mostly because the absence of in vitro cross-reaction with heparins, as discussed later.